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Application to Remove or Prune Trees on Private Property


This form is valid until 30 June 2011

Applicant Details:
Note: An application must be submitted for each property on which you require a tree assessment
	Title:  [image: image10.jpg]o
Py

HORNSBY

AN SHIRE COUNCIL
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 FORMTEXT 
     

	Family Name:        
	Given Name/s:       

	Postal Address:       

	Suburb:        
	Postcode:       

	Email Address:       
	Mobile:       

	Home Phone:       
	Business Phone:       
	Fax:       


Property Details
	Name of Owner:       

	Signature of Owner:       

	Pensioner Card Number (if applicable)       

	I seek Council consent to prune / remove tree/s on my property at:

	House or Lot No:       
	Street:       

	Suburb:        
	Postcode:       

	Is there a dog on the property?    [image: image6.wmf]Yes

   [image: image7.wmf]No




	Tree Inspection Fees
	Standard
	Pensioner Discount *

	1 – 3 trees
	$90
	$45

	4 – 10 trees
	$120
	$60

	11 – 100 trees
	$200
	$100

	More than 100 trees
	$270
	$135

	Request for second inspection $60 – No Pensioner’s Discount available **

	*  Pensioner concession card number must be supplied with application

	** Second inspection MUST be completed within 12 months of the date of first application

	Notes:

	1. These fees are GST exempt.

	2. Payment must accompany this form in order for the application to be processed.

	3. If submitting this form in person, please pay the fee at the Cashier’s Desk on the ground floor.

	4. The processing time from the date of receipt of this form is 3 weeks.

	5. Fees paid are not refundable if permission is not granted.

	6. Tree permit is valid for 12 months.

	7. Applications to remove a tree will NOT be processed without the owner / agent’s written consent.

	8. Tree applications will not be accepted for any property that is simultaneously subject to a development application.


You are NOT required to be at the property when the inspection is carried out, however access to the site should be available and clear markings placed on the tree/s.  By submitting this application, you are granting permission to the inspecting officer to enter the property for the purpose of tree assessment, without the applicant being present.
	Site Map
	Please show the position of the trees, building, boundaries and streets. 

Please number relevant trees.

Trees that are exempt from the Tree Preservation Order and do not require Council consent are listed at the end of this form or in Council’s Tree Preservation Order brochure.


	Tree Type
	Prune
	Remove
	Reason

	1.      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	2.      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	3.      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	4.      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	5.      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	6.      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     


	OFFICE USE ONLY

	This T/A No:       

	DAs
	Heritage conditions
	Previous T/As

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Credit Card Payments
	Full Name on Card:       

	Cardholder’s Address       

	Card Type:  [image: image8.wmf]Mastercard

  [image: image9.wmf]Visa



	Credit Card Number:       

	Expiry Date:       
	Amount:  $     

	Signature:  


This completes the Application to Remove or Prune Trees on Private Property
See below for information on how Council’s Tree Preservation Order applies to you. 
How does Council’s Tree Preservation Order apply to you?
A Tree Preservation Order applies to all of Hornsby Shire.  Council’s written consent is required to remove a tree or prune by more than 10%

Council consent is NOT required to:
· Remove a tree less than three metres in height

· Remove a dead tree

· Remove a tree within three metres of the foundation walls of an approved building or inground swimming pool  
· Prune a tree by less than 10% of the foliage area within a period of not less than 12 months since any prior pruning

· Remove a declared noxious weed

· Remove any tree harbouring fruit-fly or grown for its edible fruit

Council consent is NOT required to remove these species: 
	Botanical Name
	Common Name

	Ligustrum lucidum
	Broad-leafed privet

	Ligustrum sinense
	Narrow-leafed privet

	Erythrina x sykesii
	Coral tree

	Cinnamomum camphora
	Camphor laurel

	Cotoneaster spp.
	Cotoneaster

	Ficus elastica
	Rubber tree

	Salix babylonica
	Willow

	Alnus jorulensis 
	Evergreen alder

	Acer negundo
	Box elder

	Pittosporum undulatum
	Sweet pittosporum

	Populus spp.
	Poplar


Council consent IS required to:
· Remove a tree greater than three metres in height

· Prune a tree by greater than 10 per cent of the foliage area.

· Substantially alter the soil level around the trunk or within three metres of the trunk of a tree.

· Remove any trees not otherwise listed in the exempt species table (provided any tree/trees of these species are not identified as a heritage item within Hornsby Shire.

· Remove a palm tree.

Council may consider granting consent to remove a tree where:
· A tree is considered by Council to be dying, dangerous or diseased.

· A tree is causing or likely to cause substantial property damage to houses, buildings, etc.

· A tree is substantially misshapen or causing substantial overshadowing.

Consent will generally NOT be given to remove a tree where:
· A tree is shedding leaves, fruit or bark and this is considered a natural process.

· A tree is causing minor damage to property, e.g. driveways

· The objective is to improve a view

· There are unsubstantiated fears about large trees

· A tree is causing blockage to pipes

· A tree is causing minor shading

Who can apply?
Generally, the owner of the tree will apply to Council to prune or remove a tree.  In all cases, Council will require the owner’s endorsement of an application to remove a tree.  Any permit issued will be sent to the owner of the tree.  
What should you do if you’d like a neighbour to prune a tree on an adjoining property?
Council has no power to compel a neighbour to prune or remove a tree, including recently planted trees.  If you have a concern about a neighbour’s tree, it is best to resolve the issue in amicable discussions.  You may make an application to prune or remove such a tree, if this is endorsed by the owner.  Inspection fees will apply.  You may prune up to 10% of the foliage area without Council consent if overhanging, pruning to a branch junction or the branch collar nearest to the boundary line.  If Council permission is granted, the tree owner’s consent must also be obtained to enter the property and work on the tree.  The owner’s consent is not necessary if the work can be performed without entering the property.  Council cannot arbitrate in disputes relating to trees.  Legal advice may need to be obtained in such disputes from a solicitor or the Community Justice Centre (1800 990 777).  The NSW Land and Environment Court has the power to settle tree disputes.

How can you appeal against a Council decision on your application?
Following receipt of your initial application, one of Council’s qualified arborists will inspect your tree and make a determination.  If you wish to appeal against this determination you must do so in writing.  (If done within six months of the original determination, the second inspection fee is waived).  Your second application should include any fresh or additional information not initially included, e.g. documentation of damage caused by a tree or a report from an arborist of repute.  The matter will be considered by a different Council staff member.
Penalties for a breach of the Tree Preservation Order?
If you remove, damage, top or lop a tree or change the soil levels around the base of a tree, you may be liable to a fine of up to $1.1 million if prosecuted in the Land and Environment Court, or on the spot fines may be issued.  In addition, the court may direct you to plant new trees and vegetation and maintain them in a healthy state until mature, as well as providing a monetary security for the performance of this obligation.  You may also be liable to a penalty for engaging a contractor to do the work on your behalf.






Hornsby Shire Council

296 Pacific Hwy, Hornsby NSW 2077 

Phone: 9847 6853  Fax: 9847 6929

email: hsc@hornsby.nsw.gov.au  

www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au
Page 1 of 6

_1339571507.unknown

_1339571509.unknown

_1339571512.unknown

_1339571513.unknown

_1339571511.unknown

_1339571508.unknown

_1339571505.unknown

_1339571506.unknown

_1339571503.unknown

